Transportation Funding

What are the major funding mechanisms for transportation improve-
ment projects? The most common funding mechanisms for transportation
improvement projects are Smart Scale, Revenue Sharing, and Transportation
Alternatives. These programs are the main sources that localities and regions
can apply for.

Who can apply? Localities, through a Metropolitan Planning Organization or
Planning Commission, are the primary applicants for transportation funding.

What is the eligibility criteria? Projects are prioritized that tie into a re-
gion’s long-term transportation vision - factors like safety, accessibility, and
congestion reduction, among others, are indicators of projects that are eligi-
ble to receive funding.

How much funding is available in the state? Virginia has allocated $36.9
billion for transportation funding for the fiscal years 2019-2024.

How much funding
comes into our MPO/
PDC area? Through
2045, the CA-MPO and
TJPDC can expect to
receive around $354
million in federal and
state funding for
transportation projects.



Common Transportation Funding Mechanisms:

Smart Scale- A process used by the state, derived from a statute, that allocates
funds to projects that help satisfy the state’s long-range transportation plan, VTrans.
There are many different types of projects that can be submitted for Smart Scale fund-
ing, including improvements to significant state transportation corridors, urban areas,
and regional transportation networks. Localities, MPQO’s and public transit agencies
can submit requests for funding, and the state uses a criteria system that measures a
project’s effect on factors including congestion, economic development, and public
safety.

Revenue Sharing - The Virginia
Department of Transportation’s
Revenue Sharing program is
designed to provide funding for
local transportation improvements
that are of immediate need and
projected to be completed in a
short period of time. These projects
usually contribute to broader
regional or statewide goals.
Projects that request funding from
the Revenue Sharing program are
expected, usually, to be actively in
development in a manner that
leads to their completion during the
next fiscal year.

Transportation Alternative Program - The Transportation Alternative program ex-
ists for funding requests that look to expand non-motorized travel and improve cultur-
al, environmental, and historical aspects of the transportation experience. This is a re-
imbursement program that requires at 20% local funding match. Projects that can be
considered include bike lanes, overlooks, and other improvements to multimodal non-
motorized transport.
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